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Introduction
This template is designed to help you quickly format research papers according to Modern Language Association (MLA) style conventions and it is based on the 7th edition of MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. This template is intended to help you apply the handbook’s guidelines to your paper with your word-processing software. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This template is user friendly. You can delete the text on this template and start typing right away, without bothering about the font, font size, margins and line-spacing. Moreover, works cited format is given for your quick reference.
Parenthetical Citation - Prose
	When you refer to someone else’s work in your paper - be that reference a quotation, summary, or paraphrase - you should cite the original author in your text. MLA style requires parenthetical citations in the body of your text and a detailed works cited page at the end of your paper. 
MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear on your works cited page. The author's name may appear either in the text itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text.
Example:
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a “spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings” (263). 
Romantic poetry is characterized by the “spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings” (Wordsworth 263). 
Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).
MLA style requires you to place long quotations in a separate block of text called block quotations. In MLA style, a long quotation is defined as one comprising more than four lines of prose or more than three lines of verse. Block quotations are indented one full inch from the left margin of the paper. Do not use quotation marks for a block quotation; the format itself tells your reader that they are reading a quotation. At the end of the quotation, you need a parenthetical citation. For most quotations in MLA style, parenthetical citations come before the final punctuation mark of the sentence in which they appear, but for block quotations, the parenthetical citations appear after the final punctuation mark of the quotation. There’s an example below. If your block quotation contains multiple paragraphs, indent the first line of each paragraph after the first. Block quotations look like this:
The first man who, having enclosed a piece of ground, bethought himself of saying This is mine, and found people simple enough to believe him, was the real founder of civil society. From how many crimes, wars and murders, from how many horrors and misfortunes might not any one have saved mankind, by pulling up the stakes, or filling up the ditch, and crying to his fellows, "Beware of listening to this impostor; you are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to nobody." (Rousseau 48)
Parenthetical Citation – Poetry
When you are quoting three lines or fewer from a poem, you may incorporate the quotation into the body of your paragraph. Use slashes (/) to indicate line breaks within the poem. Keep all punctuations intact as it appears in the poem. Use quotation marks to denote the beginning and end of the quotation.
If you have included the name of the poet elsewhere in your paper, do not include the poet's name in your parenthetical citation. Instead, include the first significant word of the poem's title, followed by the line number(s). This is especially important if you are quoting more than one poem by the same author in your paper.
Example:
Eliot immediately engages the reader with his use of the second person in the opening lines: “Let us go then, you and I / When the evening is spread out against the sky” (“Prufrock” 1-2).
However, if you have mentioned the title of the poem in the sentences immediately preceding you quotation, you can cite just the line number.
Example:
In his “The Love Song of Alfred J. Prufrock,” Eliot immediately engages the reader with his use of the second person in the opening lines: “Let us go then, you and I / When the evening is spread out against the sky” (1-2).
When you quote four or more lines of poetry, start the quotation on a new line, indent each line one inch from the left margin of your paragraph, and preserve all punctuations, spacings, and line breaks exactly as they appear in the original text of the poem. Do not use quotation marks, unless they are used in the poem.
Example:
Yeats, an Irish nationalist himself, knew several of the Easter Monday rebels personally, and he mentions them by name in his poem. He even notes his former nemesis, Major John MacBride. MacBride was briefly married to Yeats's love, Maude Gonne. Though he acknowledges MacBride's heroism, he does so begrudgingly:
A drunken, vainglorious lout
He had done most bitter wrong
To some who are near my heart
Yet I number him in the song; ("Easter" 31-34)
Parenthetical Citation – Drama
When quoting just one character, treat the quote as you would regular prose. Consequently, four or less lines of monologue are quoted as in-text citation while more than four lines of text are block quoted. 
Example:
Estragon sets the tone and theme of Waiting for Godot with his opening line: "Nothing to be done" (Beckett 7). 
When quoting verse plays that provide line numbers in the margin, such as those by Shakespeare, your citation should include act, scene, and line numbers rather than page numbers.  Example:
Hamlet realizes, "the play's the thing / Wherein I'll catch the conscience of the King" (2.2.584-585).
When you quote dialogue, begin the quotation on a new line, set the quotation off from the body of your paper with one inch indentation and if a character's speech continues onto the next line of your paper, indent subsequent lines an additional 1/4 inch (about 3 spaces). Type the characters' names in capital letters followed by a period. Do not use quotation marks.
KROGSTAD. Yes, yes, yes, to the point: there's still time, and I'm advising you to  
   use your influence to prevent it.
NORA. But Mr. Krogstad, I have absolutely no influence.
KROGSTAD. You haven't? I thought you were just saying –
NORA. You shouldn't take me so literally! How can you believe that I have any 
    such influenceover my husband? (Doll act 1)
Article’s Length
Length of the article should be between 5 to 12 pages, inclusive of works cited. No other scripts (font) than English be used anywhere in the article. Do transliterate and translate the quotations from languages other than English. (Font size 12, Justified)
Citation
List the entries on your works cited page in alphabetical order by the first letter of the first line of each entry, usually the first letter of the author’s last name. The first line of each item should be left justified, but every subsequent line should be indented one half inch; this is called a “hanging indentation”.
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